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JANUARY28,2007Anti�warprotestersspraypaintCapitolbuildingByJackieKucinichAnti̧warprotesterswereallowedtospraypaintonpartofthewestfrontstepsoftheUnitedStatesCapitolbuildingafterpolicewereorderedtobreaktheirsecuritylinebytheirleadership,twosourcestoldTheHill.Accordingtothesources,policeofficerswerelividwhentheyweretoldtofallbackbyU.S.CapitolPolice(USCP)ChiefPhillipMorseandDeputyChiefDanielNichols."Theywerethecommandersonthescene,"onesourcesaid,whorequestedanonymity."Itwasdisgusting."Afterpolicecededthestairs,locatedonthelowerwestfrontoftheCapitol,thebuildingwaslockeddown,thesourceadded.AsecondsourcewhowitnessedtheincidentsaidthatthepolicehadthecrowdstoppedatThirdStreet,butweretoldtobringthepolicelineinfrontoftheCapitol.Approximately300protesterswereallowedtotakethestepsandbegantospraypaint"anarchistsymbols"andphrasesuchas"Ourcapitolbuilding"and"youcan’tstopus"aroundthearea,thesourcesaid.MorserespondedtotheseclaimsinanȩmailSundayafternoonexplainingthattheprotesterswereseekingconfrontationwiththepolice."WhiletherewereminorinstancesofspraypaintingofpavementbyasplintergroupofAnarchistswhowereseekingaconfrontationwiththepolice,theirattemptstobreachintosecureareasandrushthedoorsoftheCapitolwerethwarted,"Morsesaid."Thegraffitiwaseasilyremovedbythededicated[ArchitectoftheCapitol]staff,someofwhomrespondedontheirdayofftoquicklycleanthearea."Headded,"ItistheUSCP'sdutyandresponsibilitytoprotecttheCapitolcomplex,staffandpublicwhileallowingthepublictoexercisetheirFirstAmendmentrights
…
attheendoftheday,bothoccurredwithoutinjurytoprotestorsorofficers."Yet,thesourceswhotalkedtoTheHillwerefuriousthatprotesterswerenotstoppedbeforereachingtheCapitol."TogetthatclosetotheCapitolbuilding,thatisridiculous,"thesecondsourcesaid."[Police]weretoldnottoarrestanyone."Thesecondsourceaddedthatpolicehadtostandbyandwatchasprotestersposedinfrontoftheirgraffiti.TensofthousandsofpeopleralliedontheMallandtheCapitolcomplexSaturdayinprotestoftheincreasedtroopdeploymentsandthewarinIraq.
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