
01/30/07http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp�dyn/c...cle/2007/01/27/AR2007012701215_pf.html #1StudentProtesters,FightingImageofApathy,CallforaCohesiveMovementStudentActivistsCallforPeace,aCohesiveMovementatU.S.CollegesByMeganGreenwellWashingtonPostStaffWriterSunday,January28,2007;A08Asthebulkofwarprotesterschanted"thisiswhatdemocracylookslike"ontheMallyesterday,afewhundredgatheredseparatelyonthesouthedgeoftheMall.MembersoftheCollegeDemocratsofAmericamingledwiththemoreradicalStudentsforaDemocraticSocietyandtheCommunistYouthMovement.Manyheldsignsproclaimingthemselves"anotherfutureleaderagainstthewar."Somedanced.Someclapped.Otherspassedaroundajoint.Disparateintheiraffiliations,theywereunitedintheirchants:"College,notcombat."Sincethewarbegannearlyfouryearsago,manyVietnam|eraantiwaractivistshavepubliclylamentedwhattheyseeasapathyamongtoday'scollegestudents.Theywonderwhethertheabsenceofadraftandacultureofpopmusicandrealitytelevisionhavedistractedyoungpeoplefromcivicresponsibilities.ButamongthehundredsofstudentsontheMallyesterday,dozensofwhomdroveallnighttogettoWashingtonfortheprotest,theprevailingsentimentwasthattheirgenerationhadbeenunfairlymalignedandthattheantiwarmovementisgrowingstrongereveryday."Idothinkwe'remisrepresentedasbeinglazy,ignorantandunawareofcurrentevents,"saidSarahSearle,19,asophomoreattheUniversityofVirginia."There'snohugemovementgoingonlikeduringVietnam,butthatdoesn'tmeanwe'reapathetic."Thestudentsatyesterday'sprotestnotedthattheireffortshavenothadtheiconictouchstonesofthelate1960sandearly1970s,whenshootingsatKentStateandthe



01/30/07http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp�dyn/c...cle/2007/01/27/AR2007012701215_pf.html #2studenttakeoveratColumbiaUniversitystirredU.S.consciousness.Still,therearesigns,theysaid,ofabuildingresistancetothewarinIraqandotherU.S.foreignpolicyinitiatives."Wheneveryouhaveinequalitydraggingonthewayitisnow,that'salwaysresultedatsomepointinariseinmassresistance,"saidDavidJudd,aColumbiajuniorwhocelebratedhis21stbirthdayyesterdaybytravelingwith150classmatestoWashingtonfortheprotest."Obviously,that'snotgoingtohappentomorrow,butthere'sgoodreasontobelievethatatsomepointitwill,andtheworkthatwedobeforehandinpreparingforthatandgettingpeopleinvolvedinactivismisimportant."ManystudentsmentionedthecaseofEhrenWatada||theU.S.ArmylieutenantfacingacourtmartialforrefusingtodeploytoIraq||asanimportantstepinbuildingacohesiveantiwarmovement.Watada'sfatherspokefromthemainstageattheprotestwhilestudentspeakersatasiderallyorganizedbytheCampusAntiwarNetworkhailedtheyoungmanasaheroandsaidthewarwillnotenduntilothersoldiersmakethesamedecision.MarkRudd,the1960sradicalwhogainednotorietyastheleaderoftheColumbiaprotestsandasamemberoftherevolutionarygrouptheWeathermen,saidhehasnoticedincreasedantiwaractivityamongcollegestudentsoverthepastyear,whichheattributedinparttoWatada'spublicrefusaltodeployinJune.StudentsforaDemocraticSociety,thelargeststudentactivistgroupduringVietnam,hasreemerged,holdingitsfirstconventionsince1969lastyearandgainingapresenceonagrowingnumberofcollegecampuses."There'sbeena35|yearbreakwheretherehasn'tbeenamassmovement,sostudentshaven'thadanaturalmodelforhowtodoit,"Ruddsaid,layingsomeoftheblameontheWeathermenforbreakingapartthelargerstudentmovementinthepushtobemoreradical."Ihopethey'lllearnfromourshamefulhistoryandlearnhownottoscrewthingsuplikewedid."Studentsagreedthatendingthewarwillrequirebuildingacoalitionacrosspoliticallines.UniversityofMarylandseniorAlanWright,21,saidpoliticalmoderateshavebeenalienatedfromtheantiwarmovementbyradicals."Wemightallbeagainstthewar,butthere'snoconsensusaboutwhatweshoulddonow,"Wrightsaid."Ifwecanallcometogether,wewillbeabletohavemoreofanimpact." ©2007TheWashingtonPostCompanyAdsbyGoogleWhat'syourCreditScore?677?720?598?Thecosttoseeyours:$0www.FreeCreditReport.com


